2                    METALLIC   OX1DJES.
ble of holding two atoms of oxygen. ous modifications of the proportions of n and oxygen arise from the combinatio the oxides themselves one with anothe with oxygen,  so as to lead some to im thata'n atom of metal in some instances bines with 3, 4, or more of oxygen, is  altogether improbable: It is much simple to suppose that one atom  of   o: connects two  or more atoms of prot< 1 of protoxide unites to I or more of oxide, &c.    These intermediate  oxid< in  few  if any instances found to co with acids like the other two oxides.
There is no reason that I am acqu with for disbelieving that oxygen con with  a metal is still repulsive of o: and that by the same law as particles elastic fluid; that is, the repulsion isiiv as the distance of the centres of the Hence  it may be demonstrated that quires twice the strength of affinity 1 a deutoxide as a protoxide,  three til strength to  form a  tritoxide  as a ide, &c.    On this account; it is, in all bility, that deutoxides are not nuuiero tritoxides are rarely if ever found. The  quantity  of   oxygen that c<